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Statement of reconcialiation: 
learning from the past 


Statement of Reconciliation 


Learning from the Past 


s Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians 


seek to move forward together in a process 
of renewal, it is essential that we deal 
with the legacies of the past affecting the 
Aboriginal peoples of Canada, including 
the First Nations, Inuit and Métis. 
Our purpose is not to rewrite history but, rather, to 
learn from our past and to find ways to deal with the 
negative impacts that certain historical decisions 


continue to have in our society today. 


The ancestors of First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis peoples lived on this continent long before 
explorers from other continents first came to 
North America. For thousands of years before 
this country was founded, they enjoyed their 
own forms of government. Diverse, vibrant 
Aboriginal nations had ways of life rooted in 
fundamental values concerning their relation- 
ships to the Creator, the environment, and 
each other, in the role of Elders as the living 
memory of their ancestors, and in their 
responsibilities as custodians of the lands, 


waters and resources of their homelands. 


The assistance and spiritual values of 
the Aboriginal peoples who welcomed the 
newcomers to this continent too often 
have been forgotten. The contributions 
made by all Aboriginal peoples to 
Canada’s development, and the contri- 
butions that they continue to make to 


our society today, have not been properly 
acknowledged. The Government of Canada 
today, on behalf of all Canadians, acknowl- 


edges those contributions. 


Sadly, our history with respect to the treat- 
ment of Aboriginal people is not something in 
which we can take pride. Attitudes of racial and 
cultural superiority led to a suppression, of 
Aboriginal culture and values. As a country, we 
are burdened by past actions that resulted in 
weakening the identity of Aboriginal peoples, 
suppressing their languages and cultures, and 
outlawing spiritual practices. We must recognize 
the impact of these actions on the once self- 
sustaining nations that were disaggregated, 
disrupted, limited or even destroyed by the 
dispossession of traditional territory, by the relo- 
cation of Aboriginal people, and by some provi- 
sions of the /ndian Act. We must acknowledge that 
the result of these actions was the erosion of the 
political, economic and social systems of Aboriginal 


people and nations. 


Against the backdrop of these historical legacies, 
it is a remarkable tribute to the strength and 
endurance of Aboriginal people that they have main- 
tained their historic diversity and identity. The 
Government of Canada today formally expresses to 
all Aboriginal people in Canada our profound regret 


for past actions of the federal government which have 
contributed to these difficult pages in the history of 
our relationship together. [ 
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One aspect of our relationship with Aboriginal 
people over this period that requires particular atten- 
tion is the Residential School system. This system 
separated many children from their families and 
communities and prevented them from speaking 
their own languages and from learning about their 
heritage and cultures. In the worst cases, it left 
legacies of personal pain and distress that continue 
to reverberate in Aboriginal communities to this 
day. Tragically, some children were the victims of 


physical and sexual abuse. 


The Government of Canada acknowledges the role 
it played in the development and administration of 
these schools. Particularly to those individuals who 
experienced the tragedy of sexual and physical 
abuse at residential schools, and who have carried 
this burden believing that in some way they must be 
responsible, we wish to emphasize that what you 
experienced was not your fault and should never 
have happened. To those of you who suffered this 
tragedy at residential schools, we are deeply sorry. 


In dealing with the legacies of the Residential 
School system, the Government of Canada proposes 
to work with First Nations, Inuit and Métis people, 
the Churches and other interested parties to 
resolve the longstanding issues that must be 
addressed. We need to work together on a healing 

strategy to assist individuals and communities in 
dealing with the consequences of this sad era 
of our history. 


No attempt at reconciliation with Aboriginal 
people can be complete without reference to the 
sad events culminating in the death of Métis 
leader Louis Riel. These events cannot be undone; 


however, 
for ways 
Métis peop 
Louis Riel 
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